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Holy Family & St Michael’s Catholic Primary School, Pontefract 
Curriculum Overview 

Year Group: 3  Term: Spring Term 1 
 
 

English Writing 
 

‘The Street Beneath my Feet’ Charlotte Gullain 
Non-Fiction Explanation Text 

 Children will write a non-fiction explaination text based on rocks, soils 
and fossils. They will be able to talk about what they might find 
underground and how the layers of the earth differ moving towards the 
earth’s core. 
 

The Magic Paintbrush’ Julia Donaldson 
Fiction tracditonal narrative 

 Based on the children’s book, children will create their own mystery 
narrative through the use of a variety of writing techniques, grammar and 
vocabulary. 

Maths 
Multiplication & Division 

 Compare multiplication and division statements using inequality signs. 

 Use known multiplications facts to solve other multiplication problems 

 Find multiplication and division fact families 

 Learn to multiply and divide by partitioning 

 Solve mixed multiplication and division problems including multi-step problems 
Money 

 Record Money in £ and p 

 Convert money 

 Add and subtract amounts of money 

 Solve problems including ones that involve finding change. 
 

Religious Education – ‘Jesus the Teacher’ 
 

• Know the story of the presentation of Jesus in the Temple 
• Reflect on how Mary and Joseph found Jesus in the Temple 
• Know that Jesus attended synagogue as a child and as an adult and read the Torah 
• Know the story of Jesus’ Baptism and reflect on what this means for us 
• Know that Jesus called people to follow him 
• Know that Jesus travelled around teaching people about God and His kingdom  
• Understand why Jesus used parables to teach people 
• Know and understand some of the parables Jesus told 
• Appreciate the relevance of the parables for us today 
• Know that Jesus came to show us the way to live. (The Beatitudes) 
• Think of ways in which we can be true followers of Jesus. 

Science – ‘Rocks, Soils and Fossils’ 
-know that most of our planet is made up of rock and that rocks are made up of a 
mixture of minerals that are pressed tightly together. 
-know that erosion is the process when something is worn away by water, wind or other 
natural materials over time.  
-know that a pedologist is a scientist that studies soil.  
-know that there are different layers of soil and that each layer is known as a horizon.  
-know that the three main types of soil are clay, sand and silt.  
-know that scientists split rocks into three main groups: igneous rock, sedimentary rock 
and metamorphic rock.  
-know that igneous, sedimentary and metamorphic rock can change over millions of 
years in a process known as the rock cycle.  
-know that a fossil is the petrified remains of plants and animals from more than 10,000 
years ago.  
-know that a paleontologist is a scientist who studies fossils. 
-know that some fossils are common and some fossils are very rare. 

History – ‘Pontefract Liquorice’ 
-Know that after William the Conqueror became king, he rewarded Ilbert De Lacy with the 
Honour of Pontefract.  
- Know that Ilbert De Lacy built Pontefract Castle on the site of the Anglo Saxon manor. 
- King John confiscated the castle when Roger de Lacy died and made his heir pay a huge 
fine. 
-Know that John de Lacy joined the rebel barons and forced King John to sign the Magna 
Carta. 
-Know that The Magna Carta was a document which was put together by some the barons 
who were unhappy with the way King John was ruling England and allowed them to keep 
their land. 
-Know that Liquorice was brought to England by crusaders and was grown around Pontefract 
castle. 
-Know that Liquorice was farmed and used for medicinal purposes.  
-Know that George Dunhill an apothecary added sugar to the root to make a lozenge which 
is still made today. 
-Know that Famer Copley is the only modern day farm to grow liquorice in this country. 

Art & Design – ‘Famous Buildings’ 
 I know that buildings are designed for a variety of purposes 

 I know that an architect is someone who designs buildings 

 I know that Christopher Wren was a famous architect 

 I know what the St Paul’s Cathedral is  

 I know what hatching, crosshatching, scumbling and stippling are. 

 I know what ‘architectural style’ means  

 I know what St Basil’s Cathedral is  

 I know what the main features of St Basil’s Cathedral are  

  I know what symmetrical means  

 I know what lines of symmetry are 

 I know what the Sydney Opera House is 

 I know what colours, materials, media, shape and line mean 

P.E. – ‘’ 
Premier Sport 

 At KS1 Dodgeball can be used to master the basic movement 
skills such as running, jumping, throwing and catching as well 
as developing balance, agility and co-ordination.  At KS2 
Dodgeball can develop further the core skills and enhance the 
development of tactics and strategies.  

 
Fitbeat 

 This is drumming with a difference and ideal for those children who 

enjoy music and a good rhythm. This will be led by a specialist 

teacher from Wakefield Music Services.  
 

Class Novel – ‘Journey to the River Sea’ 
 

Book Blurb: 
‘Maia, an orphan, can’t wait to reach her distant 
relatives a thousand miles up the Amazon. She 

imagines a loving family with whom she will share 
great adventures. Instead, she finds two spiteful 

cousins who see the jungle as the enemy and 
refuse to go outdoors. But the wonders of the 
rainforest more than make up for the hideous 

Carters. And when Maia meets a mysterious boy 
who lives alone on the wild river shores, she 

begins a spectacular hourney to the heart of an 
extraordinary new world.’ 

Other Information 
 Term starts: Tuesday 4th January 2022 · 

  Term ends: Friday 18th February 2022 ·  

 Reading books: Please ensure children bring their reading books to school 
every day and they read as often as possible at home. · 

 PE: This continues to be on a Monday and Wednesday afternoon. The 
children are required to come to school in their uniform with their kits to 
change into. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me through 
Class Dojo in the first instance or call the school office to arrange a call or 

meeting 
 

Miss Casey 
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