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Holy Family & St Michael’s Catholic Primary School, Pontefract 
Curriculum Overview 

Year Group: 5   Term: Spring Term 1 
 
 

English Writing 
The Nowhere Emporium  
Fiction Mystery Narrative 
Based on the children’s book, children will create their own 
mystery narrative through the use of a variety of writing 
techniques, grammar and vocabulary. 
 
Emperor Penguins 
Non-Fiction Non-Chronological Report 
Children will write a non-fiction report based on these 
wonderful creatures who spend their entire lives in Antarctica! 
They will use a variety of writing techniques and will explore the 
language required to write non-fiction effectively. 
 
Please see more information about English Writing on our school 
website: 
https://www.hfsm.bkcat.co.uk/curriculum/english/writing/ 

Maths 
Area & Perimeter 

 Measure and calculate the perimeter of composite rectilinear shapes in centimetres and metres  

 Calculate and compare the area of squares and rectangles including using standard units 
Multiplication & Division 

 Multiply and divide numbers mentally drawing upon known facts 

 Multiply and divide whole numbers and those involving decimals by 10, 100 and 1000  

 Multiply numbers up to 4 digits by a one- or two-digit number using a formal written method, 
including long multiplication for two-digit numbers  

 Divide numbers up to 4 digits by a one-digit number using the formal written method of short 
division and interpret remainders appropriately for the context  

 Solve problems involving multiplication and division 
Fractions 

 Recognise and use thousandths and relate them to tenths, hundredths and decimal equivalents  
 Compare and order fractions whose denominators are all multiples of the same number 
 Add and subtract fractions with the same denominator and multiples of the same number 

 Recognise mixed numbers and improper fractions 
 Convert from one form to the other and write mathematical statements 

Religious Education – ‘Inspirational People’ 
 

 To know that Jesus has come for everyone. 

 Reflect on how we can join his mission. 

 To understand what it means to be a 
follower of Jesus. 

 Reflect on what it means for you. 

 To know that the Beatitudes show us the way 
to live. 

 Think of ways they can help us to be true 
followers of Jesus. 

 To know what it means to be a saint. 

 Think about how it could affect your life. 

Science – ‘Forces in Action’ 
 Explain that unsupported objects fall towards the Earth because of 

the force of gravity acting between the Earth and the falling object. 

 Identify the effects of air resistance, water resistance and friction, 
that act between moving surfaces. 

 Recognise that some mechanisms, including levers, pulleys and 
gears, allow a smaller force to have a greater effect. 

 Planning different types of scientific enquiries to answer questions, 
including recognising and controlling variables where necessary. 

 Taking measurements, using a range of scientific equipment, with 
increasing accuracy and precision, taking repeat readings when 
appropriate. 

 Recording data and results of increasing complexity using scientific 
diagrams and labels, classification keys, tables, scatter graphs, bar 
and line graphs. 

 Using test results to make predictions to set up further comparative 
and fair tests. 

History – ‘Anglo Saxons, Picts & Scots’ 
 Know that around 410 AD the last of the Romans had left Britain 

leaving Britain vulnerable to invasion. 

 Know the Picts and the Scots were powerful fighters were a threat to 
Britain. 

 Know that other tribes also invaded Britain including the Angles and 
the Saxons.  

 Know that in 600 AD many of the British people were taken as slaves 
or were forced to escape.  

 Know that in 597 AD a Roman monk was sent to tell the Anglo Saxons 
about Christianity.  

 Know many Irish people were also teaching the religion and 
missionaries were sent to Scotland and England to encourage more 
people to become Christians.  

 Know an Irish monk, Columba, was successful in introducing 
Christianity to Scotland. 

Art & Design – ‘People in Action’ 
 I know how to visualise a set of movements. 

 I know how to demonstrate a sequence of actions. 

 I know what first-hand observation is. 

 I know what form is. 

 I know what figures are.  

 I know how artists use form and figures in movement art. 

 I know what facial features are. 

 I know that facial features change during physical activity. 

 I know what imagination is. 

 I know that colours can reflect an idea or emotion. 

 I know that experimenting with different techniques can broaden 
my creative ability. 

 I know that annotating means to explain my thinking behind a 
piece of work. 

 I know that I can adapt the style of an artist for my own purposes. 
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P.E. 
 PE Days are currently Tuesday (in school) and Friday (Swimming). 

 
PE (Gymnastics): 

 Develop flexibility, strength, technique, control and balance [for 
example, through athletics and gymnastics]. 

 Perform dances using a range of movement patterns. 

 Compare their performances with previous ones and 
demonstrate improvement to achieve their personal best. 

 
Swimming and water safety: 

 Pupils are taught to:  
- swim competently, confidently and proficiently over a distance 

of at least 25 metres. 
- use a range of strokes effectively [for example, front crawl, 

backstroke and breaststroke]. 
- perform safe self-rescue in different water-based situations. 

 

English Reading 
Class Novel – ‘Journey to the River Sea’ 

 

Book Blurb: 
‘Maia, an orphan, can’t wait to reach her 
distant relatives a thousand miles up the 

Amazon. She imagines a loving family with 
whom she will share great adventures. 

Instead, she finds two spiteful cousins who 
see the jungle as the enemy and refuse to 

go outdoors. But the wonders of the 
rainforest more than make up for the 

hideous Carters. And when Maia meets a 
mysterious boy who lives alone on the wild 

river shores, she begins a spectacular 
journey to the heart of an extraordinary 

new world.’ 
 

Please see more information about English Reading on our school website: 
https://www.hfsm.bkcat.co.uk/curriculum/english/reading/ 

 

Other Information 
 
 

 Term starts: Tuesday 4th January 2022 

 Term ends: Friday 18th February 2022 
 

 Reading books: Please ensure children bring their reading books 
to school every day and they read as often as possible at home. 
 

 Swimming: This continues to be on a Friday afternoon. 
 

If you have any questions or concerns, please feel free to contact me 
through Class Dojo in the first instance or call the school office to 

arrange a call or meeting. 
 

Thank you! 
Miss Jackson 
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