
 

 

 

 

 

2nd September 2021 
Dear Parents and Carers,                              

As we prepare to start our new school year next week, please can I take the opportunity to 
remind you of the changes to our school procedures from September. We feel that it is important 
to reassure you that the we will continue to follow government guidance in order to manage the 
spread of the virus. The government’s response to the pandemic has moved away from stringent 
restrictions on everyone’s day-to-day lives and towards advising people on how to protect 
themselves and others. However, Step 4 and “living with the virus” will not necessarily mean a 
return to the way things used to be.  

Risk assessments 
Here at Holy Family and St Michael’s, we must continue to comply with health and safety law 
and put in place proportionate control measures. We will regularly review and update our risk 
assessments and follow advice from the DFE and Public Health England.  

Mixing and ‘bubbles’ 
At Step 4 it is no longer necessary to keep children in consistent groups (‘bubbles’). However, we 
will make sure there is an outbreak management plan, which covers the possibility that in some 
local areas it may become necessary to reintroduce ‘bubbles’ for a temporary period. Any 
decision to recommend the reintroduction of ‘bubbles’ would not be taken lightly and would 
need to take account of the detrimental impact they can have on the delivery of education. 
Assemblies are able to resume and hopefully we will soon be able to invite you into school.  

Start and Finish Times 
We are no longer required to have staggered start and finish times and therefore we will revert 
back to our normal start and finish times as follows:  

8:30-8:35am - The Yr.5/6 door will be opened at 8.30am for any children who wish to attend 
Wake Up Shake Up. We have secured a PE coach to lead these sessions. The 
gate/door will close at 8.35am. 

8:50-8:55am - The gate will then be opened again at 8.50am. Children should be escorted onto 
the premises with an adult who should stay with them until they are in school. Yr. 
5 and 6 pupils may walk to school, once we have received permission slips from 
parents. These will be sent out in September.  

2:55pm - 3:00pm - School finishes at 3pm for all pupils. The gate will open at 2:55pm for 
parents. 

All parents will enter school grounds through the pedestrian walk way and there will no longer 
be a one-way system.  

Dogs are not permitted on school grounds.  

 



 

School Bagels 
We will continue to offer and provide all of our children with a bagel each morning.  

Face coverings 
In Step 4, face coverings are no longer advised for staff and visitors. This will be optional and we 
will support you should you choose to wear one.  

Control measures 
Learning to live with the virus means that we will continue to: 
1. Ensure good hygiene for everyone through frequent and thorough hand cleaning. 
2. Maintain appropriate cleaning regimes. 
3. Keep occupied spaces well ventilated. 
4. Continuing to adopt the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach. 
5. Follow public health advice on testing, self-isolation and managing confirmed cases of COVID 

COVID symptoms 
A pupil must not come to school if they have symptoms or have had a positive test. You should 
follow public health advice.  

Remote Education  
If a child is required to self-isolate, then remote education will be offered. 

Attendance  
Attendance is mandatory and holidays booked during term time will not be authorized and you 
may incur a fine.  

Uniform  
All children will be expected to wear the school uniform including school shoes and have a 
school PE kit. Please see the school website for full details. T-shirts should not be worn instead 
of a shirt and all children must wear a school tie.  

If for any reason the guidance should change, we will send a further communication and 
information. All staff are looking forward to greeting your children on Tuesday 7th September 
were we hope to return to some normality and consistency. We very much look forward to 
working with you in the coming academic year. 

Yours Faithfully,  

  
Matthew Harris   
Head of School    


